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OVER 4.6 MILLION ENTITLED TO VOTE. According to an 
announcement by the Main Election Authority, voting regis- 
ters throughout the country show that a total of 4,601,411 
persons—2,023,171men and 2,578,240 women—will be entitled 
to vote in the Parliamentary elections on May 13, 1956. Com 
pared with the figures for 1953, the year of the last Parlia- 
mentary elections, the number of persons entitled to vote has 
decreased by 13,083 in Vienna and by 12,062 in Lower Aus- 
stria, whereas the provinces of Upper Austria, Salzburg, 
Tyrol and Vorarlberg have registered a total increase of 
33,595 and those of Styria, Carinthia and Burgenland a total 
increase of 6,091. For the country as a whole, the number 
has increased to a total of 14,541. 


TEN PARTIES OFFERING TICKETS IN AUSTRIAN ELEC- 
TIONS. A total of four parties are presenting their plat- 
forms in all of the country’s 25 election districts in con- 
nection with the May 13th general elections. The groups in 
question are the Austrian People’s party, the Socialist party, 
the Liberal party and the Communist party. In previous elec- 
tions the number of parties which ran was also four. 

The following six local groups—which have no large party 

organization and therefore have scant prospects of winning 
a seat in Parliament—are presenting tickets in individual 
election districts: The Ergocratic party, the Free Workers’ 
Movement of Austria, the Austrian Middle Class party, the 
Austrian Patriotic Union, the ‘‘Parliamentary Representation 
of Those Barred from Voting, of Non-Voters and Invalid 
Votes’’ and the “‘Party of Reason.” 
AUSTRIA A MEMBER OF THE COUNCIL OF EUROPE. On 
April 16, at the moment Foreign Minister Figl filed in Stras- 
burg the documents pertaining to Austria’s official entry, 
the Federal Republic of Austria became a member of the 
Council of Europe. Austria’s colors have now joined the 
flags of fourteen other European nations—Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Great Britain, Greece, Iceland, Ireland, Italy, Lux- 
embourg, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Turkey and 
the Federal Republic of Germany—as they flutter from the 
Council Building. 

Following the ceremony, the Austrian Delegation, headed 
by Foreign Minister Figl and Undersecretary Kreisky, was 
led into the Chamber of the Council of Ministers, where the 
members were welcomed by the Chairman, Italian Foreign 
Minister Martino, and then seated. The Chairman then again 
addressed the Delegation and was followed by French Fo- 

(Continued on page 2) 


VIENNA BEING CONSIDERED AS SEAT FOR INTERNA- 
TIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION. At the last meet- 
ing of the Austrian Federal Government, Foreign Minister 
Leopold Figl reported on the negotiations being conducted 
by a number of member states of the UN relative to the 
establishment of an international authority to deal with 
peaceful uses of atomic energy. He stated that Vienna had 
been one of the cities mentioned in the preliminary discus- 
sions on a future permanent headquarters for such an inter- 
national organization. A decision in this matter will be 
reached at the official constituent congress, to be held in 
September 1956. The Government authorized the Foreign 
Minister to make a study of the technical problems involved, 
especially as regards housing facilities, and then to issue 
a formal invitation to the constituent congress to make Vien- 
na the permanent headquarters of the International Atomic 
Energy Commission. 

ENROLLMENT FOR MILITARY SERVICE TO BEGIN IN 
MAY. The National Defense Council recently approved a 
report relative to preparations for registering members of 
the 1937 age group and calling them up for duty in the Aus- 
trian Pederal Army. It has been announced in Vienna that 
May 28, 1956, has been set as the first enrollment day for 
the new army. Approximately 40,000 members of the 1937 
class will be registered. It is estimated that the first re 
cruits of the Federal Army will move into their barracks on 
October 1, 1956, to begin their military service. 


AUSTRIA'’S VIABILITY NO ‘“‘MATTER OF DOUBT."’ 
‘“‘What was once the focal point of any and every discussion 
of Austria—the country’s economic viability—is really no 
longer a matter of doubt.’’ Undersecretary of State Bruno 
Kreisky, addressing the UN’s Economic Commission for 
Europe (ECE), made this the keynote of his theme. ‘‘Among 
other things, we have made much progress in developing our 
hydroelectric potential, but we are not going to stop half- 
way,’’ Kreisky said. ‘Our railroads are about to be fully 
electrified; the productivity of our industry is mounting and 
our national income is growing fast. We produce more than 
twice as many goods today than we did in 1937 and the en- 
ployment level has increased by 50%. The volume of our 
exports has practically doubled since the pre-war period. 
We have built 355,000 new apartments since 1945 and have 
repaired hundreds of thousands damaged during the war. 

‘‘It is quite correct to say that Austria’s relative pros- 
perity is not much different from that of other European 
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countries. One must not overlook the fact, however, that it 
was the development of our own means of production that 
enabled us to go forward with European economy and not to 
lag behind.” 

. Referring ta Austrian foreign policy, Kreisky made a 
point of stressing Austria’s desire to make a realistic con 
tribution towards better relations with her neighbors. ‘‘Our 
border posts are open at all points along our extended bound- 
aries,’’ he said. ‘‘We cannot but regret the fact that this is 
not so with some of our neighbors. If we are to take seriously 
the professions of goodwill that are now being offered, if 
we are to heed exhortations to peaceful coexistence, then we 
must surely demand that practices that bespeak nostility, 
not friendship, should cease. The peoples of Europe must 
not be divided by barbed wire and minefields and there can 
be no restrictions on interstate traffic if there is to be real 
peace.,’’ 


AUSTRIANS STILL DETAINED IN SOVIET UNION. A dele- 
gation of former POWs recently appeared before Minister of 
the Interior Helmer to ask his continued help in behalf of 
their fellow prisoners. Minister Helmer recalled that the So- 
viets had made a binding promise to an Austrian Government 
delegation that, once the State Treaty had been concluded, 
all Austrians who were still prisoners or detained in the 
Soviet Union would return home. He called it regrettable that, 
in spite ofthis promise, Austrians were still prisoners abroad 


and on the same charges as those leveled against persons 
released after much shorter periods. Herr Helmer announced 
that the Austrian Cabinet has made a demand calling for the 
repatriation of the prisoners and that this demand is being 
vigorously followed up by the proper Government agencies in 
Moscow, 


AUSTRIA PROTESTS FIRES ON HUNGARIAN BORDER. 
Austria has instructed its Legation in Budapest to protest 
against the use of fire by the Hungarians to clear the “‘Iron 
Curtain’’ zone along the Austro-Hungarian border. Despite 
repeated Austrian demands for ‘‘normalization,’’ the Hungari- 
an side of the border is still a tangle of barbed wire, watch- 


towers and minefields, with dense underbrush obstructing 
vision. Hungarian soldiers, in their repeated attempts to 
burn some ofthe brushwood, have been causing fires which, 


besides exploding mines they have laid themselves, spread 
and damage Austrian property. This matter is now the subject 
of Austrian representation in Budapest. 


AUSTRIA A PART OF FREE EUROPE. ‘‘In the field of 
foreign policy, there must not be any doubt that what we 
are now witnessing is merely a change in Soviet tactics,”’ 
said Karl Gernetz, Austrian Delegate to the European 
Council. He was speaking at a night session of the Council 
which was a continuation of a general political debate. ‘‘The 
Soviet leaders do believe in military coexistence, a matter 
that must not be confused, however, with ideological co- 
existence which was clearly repudiated by the 20th Congress 
of the Communist party in the Soviet Union. Nowadays they 
are talking not so much about ‘peaceful’ coexistence, but 
ibout ‘competitive’ coexistence. Their agreeing to the Aus- 


trian State Treaty in return for Austrian neutrality was op) 
viously part of a larger concept; it was, above all, a weapop 
in the ceaseless struggle for Germany—we have no illusions 
about that. Neither do we have any illusions on the subjec; 
of neutralism. There is a very clear distinction betwee, 
neutrality and neutralism, of which we are fully aware. Thp 
overwhelming majority of the Austrian people reject thie cop. 
cept of neutralism. If Austria is a neutral power in a militar, 
sense, she is, nevertheless, politically, economically an 
socially part of the free world and she has a very acute 
sense of being a part of free Europe.’’ 

Council of Europe (Continued from page 1) 

reign Minister Pineau, German Foreign Minister von Brenta- / 
no and Undersecretary of State, Lord Hope, of the British | 
Foreign Office. 

On behalf of the Austrian Delegation, Dr. Figl expressed 
his appreciation of the cordial reception given his country by 
the family of European nations. ‘*To become a full and activ: 
member of the European Council has long been the aspiration 
of the Austrian Government and the Austrian people,’’ he 
said.‘‘We have our roots in Western civilization through a 
common heritage, and in the course of our history we have 
often been called upon to defend the values so dear to us 
all. In becoming members of the European Council, we are 
pledging ourselves to the European ideals. For some years 
we have cooperated within the framework of the OFEC. Hav- 
ing now joined the European Council, we hope to make a 
fuller contribution towards a prosperous and peaceful Europe. 

‘‘The Austrian State Treaty was a first step towards bet- 
ter international relations. Until that time, the very front 
line of the cold war cut right through our country. During 
those years, we were always painfully aware of the dangers 
inherent in this position. The withdrawal of the occupation 
armies from Austria has eliminated this danger; at the same 
time it removed an ever-present threat to European peace. 
We know today that only international collaboration can 
ensure the viability and safety of all nations. Austria, 2 
neutral country, has therefore decided to accept its part in 
the work of nommilitary international organizations. It is in 
this spirit that we have joined the European Council, an 
event which we hope will be a milestone on the course chart 


ed when the Austrian State Treaty was signed.’’ 
Following the session of the Council of Ministers, the 


Austrian representatives joined the Consultative Assembly 
which was attended by Austrian parliamentary delegates 
Czernetz, Franzlmayr, Lugmayer, Pittermann, Strasser and 
Toncic together with Envoy Eduard Ludwig, until now Per 
manent Observer at the European Council. 

In an address to the Consultative Assembly, Foreig 
Minister Figl declared, in part, as follows: ‘‘We can discem 
no contradiction between those obligations arising out of 








our neutrality and intergovernmental or interparliamentary 
cooperation on a non-military basis. Neutral Austria will 
therefore do her share in Strasbourg; she will recognize n° 
restriction other than that imposed by Article One of the 
statutes of the European Council, namely that the Council 
does not hold itself competent to deal with military matters 
in any form.’’ 
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UNEMPLOYMENT DROPS 23.8% IN TWO WEEKS.  Accorc- 
ing to an announcement by the Ministry for Social Welfare, 
the number of job-seekers in all Austria as of mid-April 1956 
was 148,954, of which 82,267 (55.2%) were men and 66,687 
44.8%) were women. AS compared with the figures for the 
end of March 1956, the total number represented a drop of 
46,465, or 23.8%. This decrease, which affected mainly male 
workers (42,388, or 91.2% of the total), was accounted for 
primarily by the building trades which hired a total of 28,665 
persons and was therefore responsible for 61.7% of the drop. 


TRADE DEFICIT DOWN. The monthly Austrian trade deficit 
was $5 million in February, as compared with $19 million 
in January. Imports valued at $73,5 million during the month 
of January were down to $66,5 million the following month, 
while exports rose from $55 million to $61,5 million. 


MARCH WAS RECORD EXPORT MONTH. Austrian exports 
reached peak records during March. According to the Central 
Statistical Office, the total value of exports during that 
month was 75 million dollars as against 61 million in the 
preceding month and 56 million in March 1955. Previously, 
the highest export figure had been 68 million dollars, in 
December 1955. 

The foregoing figures mean that there was a trade deficit 
of 9 million dollars, which was considerably lower than in 
previous months. The highest deficit to date was that of 
December 1955—22.5 million dollars. The trend toward an 
improved trade balance, which first manifested itself during 
February, has therefore continued on into March. In that 
month, the trade deficit amounted to 11% in imports, as 
against 25% in the months of January and December 1955. 

In the first quarter of 1956, Austria’s trade balance 
Showed a deficit of 33 million dollars (223 million in im- 
ports and 190 in exports), as against a deficit of 52 million 
for the same period in 1955. During the period covered by the 
report, the trade deficit amounted to 15% in imports, as 
against 25% in the first quarter of 1955. 


23 MILLION IN COUNTERPART DOLLARS SOUGHT FOR 
INVESTMENT. In its meeting of April 25, the Austrian Fe- 
deral Government approved plans for a new investment pro- 
gram providing for the utilization during 1956 of 23 million 
dollars of the counterpart funds derived from the origin- 
al U.S. aid program for Austria. Chancellor Julius Raab was 
authorized to negotiate the approval of the United States 
Government for the sums provided in the investment program 
and for the projects on which the money is to be spent. The 
Chancellor reported to the Cabinet that most of the funds 
from the 1955 counterpart program have already been expend- 
ed while extensive demands are being made for additional 
allocation of counterpart funds for investment purposes, 
especially in connection with Austrian plants which were 
under Soviet control from 1945 to 1955. 


1955 POWER LOAW LISTED ON EXCHANGE. The 4% power 
bond issue for 1955, with a face value of 500 million schil- 
lings, was recently listed for trading on the Vienna Security 
Exchange. The listing quotation was 98, which is the same 
as the original issue price. The quotation on the bond issue 
iS supported by the fact that the issuing institutions have 





undertaken not to trade their holdings. The 1955 power loan 
was offered for subscription in April-May 1955 and registered 
satisfactory results at the time. Listing on the Exchange 
was delayed, however, because of the increases in Austrian 
bank rates as of the spring of 1955, since it was feared that 
the higher interest rate would result in relatively strong tax 
pressure. It is now assumed that conditions on the financial 
market have become stable enough to permit listing of this 
large block on the exchange without acute danger to the 
quotation of the loan. 


SAVINGS DEPOSITS INCREASE, CIRCULATION OF MONEY 
DECREASES. The latest figures on savings deposits in 
the Austrian Savings Banks show definitely that last year’s 
positive trend is continuing in 1956. Of the Savings Banks 
total deposits in the amount of approximately 300 million 
dollars, nearly 190 million are accounted for by savings ac- 
counts. The increase in such deposits during the first two 
months of 1956 was over 15 million dollars, which is 10% 
higher than that for the same period last year. During the 
period under consideration, the volume of money in circu- 
lation continued to show a downward trend, amounting to 
1,094 million dollars at the end of January 1956. For the 
first time since 1948, the month-end figure for money in 
circulation was lower than for the same period the previous 
year. 


STRONG INTEREST IN EXPORT TO THE AMERICAS. Re- 
presentatives of approximately 2,000 companies attended 
the consultations held in Vienna and the provinces by eight 
Austrian trade delegates from Canada, the United States, 
Mexico and the Caribbean area, in connection with the 1956 
North and Central America Foreign Trade Meeting organized 
by the Chamber of Commerce. The interest in making contact 
with the trade delegates was so strong that an additional 
week of consultations in Vienna had to be scheduled follow- 
ing their return from the provinces. Discussions were held 
with a total of 1,064 companies in Vienna. The number of 
interested parties in the provinces was 901, Innsbruck taking 
the lead with 201. The greatest number of inquiries affected 
the areas of the Austrian trade delegates in New York and 
Los Angeles, followed by those for Toronto and Mexico. 


RISING IRON AND STEEL PRODUCTION. During the first 
quarter of 1956 all branches of the iron and steel industries 
registered increases in production over the comparable pe- 
riod for 1955. Ore production was 715,000 tons, as against 
700,000 tons for the first quarter of 1955. Production of pig 
iron during the same period rose from 370,000 to over 391,000 
tons and that of raw steel from 437,000 to 472,000 tons, the 
latter an increase of 8%. Relatively the greatest increase 
was registered by the electric steel section, whose output 
rose from 68,000 to 78,000 tons. Production of Siemens- 
Martin steel went from 206,000 tons to 226,000 and that of 
oxygen steel from 163,000 to 170,000 tons. There has been 
another marked increase in the output of rolled products, 
production at the end of the first quarter of 1956 amounting 
to nearly 330,000 tons, as against 282,000 tons for the same 
period of 1955. This is an increase of 17%. 
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HENRY A. J. RALPH, NEW PRESIDENT OF THE JU. S.- 
AUSTRIAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. At the Annual Ge- 
neral Meeting of the United-States Austrian Chamber of 
Commerce Inc., which convened at the Austrian Consulate 
General on April 17, the following guests of honor were 
welcomed by the Board of Directors: His Excellency Dr. 
Karl Gruber, Austrian Ambassador to the United States; His 
Excellency Dr. Franz Matsch, Austrian Ambassador to the 
U.N., the Hon. Dr. Heinrich Calice, Austrian Consul Gene- 
ral; William J. Russell, U.S. Department of Commerce; and 
Arthur E. Akers, Department of Commerce, State of New York. 

After the report of the Directors and Officers had been 
read by the Executive Vice-President, Mr. Stefan Ph. New 
mann, and the reading of the Treasurer’s report by Mr. Ro- 
bert Schwarzkopf, Dr. Gruber addressed the members of the 
Chamber, expressing the thanks of the Austrian officials for 
the splendid work the Chamber has done in the interest of 
Austria. 

Messrs. Robert Ernst (Omni Products Cor.), Arthur S. 
Kieeman (President, Colonial Trust Company) and Henry A. 
J. Ralph (Vice-President and Manager of the Bank of Amer- 
ica’s International Service) were elected new Board members. 
At the Board Meeting which followed, Mr. Henry A.J. Ralph 
was elected President of the Chamber. All other officers—nmr. 
S. P. Newmann, Executive Vice-President; Mr. Robert 
Schwarzkopf, ‘Treasurer; Paul A. Goldschmidt, Executive 
Secretary; Robert D. Merrill, Chairman and Frederick E. 
Taylor, Vice-Chairman of the Board, will serve for another 
y ear. 

Consul General Calice gave a reception in honor of the 
newly-elected President after the meetings. 


CHEMICAL INDUSTRY PRODUCTION UP. The value repre- 
sented by the production of the Austrian chemical industry 
during 1955 was 225 million dollars, a figure approximately 
18% higher than that for 1954. The trend of production during 
1955 was, in general, a rising one. By way of example, ferti- 
lizer production rose from 568,000 tons in 1954 to 635,000 
tons in 1955, cellulose production from 36.700 to 39,600 tons 
and production of plastics and plastic articles from 9.800 to 
14,600 tons. Last year, chemical product exports amounted 
to 436,000 tons, representing a value of 50 million dollars, 
or an increase of approximately 10%, compared with 1954. 
Austria’s chemical industry is made up of some 700 plants 
of widely varying size employing approximately 38,000 
persons. 


INCREASING PHONOGRAPH RECORD PRODUCTION IN 
AUSTRIA. Last year approximately 1.5 million phonograph 
records, representing about 15 leading labels, were sold in 
Austria. Some 500,000 dollars’ worth of foreign records were 
imported during the same period. In the case of symphonic 
and operatic music, it is usually only the tapes which are 
recorded in Austria, the masters and records generally being 
produced abroad. Records of folk musicand dance music are, 
for the most part, manufactured entirely in Austria. Due to 
the increasing use of jukeboxes during recent months, there 
has been a marked increase in the sale of 7-tnch records. 
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MARKED INCREASE IN VEHICLE PRODUCTION. In poin 
of value represented, vehicle production in Austria rose frop, 
$100 million in 1954 to $138 million in 1955. The most pro 
nounced increase was in the field of motor vehicles, where 
the value of production rose from $70,5 to $100,5 million 





The types of vehicles primarily responsible for this increase 
were buses, trucks, motorcycles, motor scooters and motor. 
bikes. Production of automobile bodies and sidecars rose | 
from $0,3 million to $3,8 million, that of other vehicles, jp 
cluding bicycles, from $13 to $14 million and output by 
auxiliary industries rose from $9 to $15 million. The value 
of exports by the vehicle industry rose from $21 to $24 
million, trucks alone accounting for an increase from $13) 
to $16,5 million. 


NEW MAGNET ALLOYS FROM AUSTRIA. The Liezen plant 
of the United Austrian Iron and Steel Works (VOeST) has 





started production on a high-grade magnet alloy bearing the 
technical designation ‘‘VOeST Ticonal Special.’’ The new 
product is distinguished by its special crystal orientation. 
This new development makes the Liezen plant one of ku 
rope’s leading magnet factories. The unit has for some time 
been producing high-quality permanent magnets for the Aus- 
trian radio industry. 


EXPORTS OF SCYTHES AND SICKLES UP. Austrian out 
put of scythes and sickles in 1955 totalled 866.8 tons (total 
value, $1,5 million), 91.5% of which was for export. Major 
markets for these products are the U.S., Italy and Turkey 
among others. Over-all exports are up about 50%, the U.S 
buying 100% more in 1955 than in the previous year. 


LOWER AUSTRIAN OIL OUTPUT CONTINUES HIGH. In 
March 1956, 289,000 tons of petroleum and 69 million cubic 
meters of natural gas were produced in the oil fields of 
Lower Austria. Total production since the beginning of the 
year amounts to 862,600 tons of petroleum and 209.3 million 
cubic meters of natural gas. The petroleum output for March 
was 15,000 tons greater than for February. During the first 
quarter of 1956, the Matzen unit stood first among the Aus- 
trian Petroleum Administration’s six production units in 
output of petroleum, having produced a total of 415,000 tons, 
as against 274,000 by the Auersthal installation and 79,000 
by the Muehlberg plant. During the same period, Erdgas AG 
led the field in natural gas production, having had an output 
of 123 million cubic meters, as against 44 million by Matzen 
and 19 million by Auersthal. 





SHIPS TO BE BUILT ON THE DANUBE FOR SERVICE ON 
THE RHINE. A Swiss firm, the “Schweizerische Reederei 
A.G.”’, has ordered six river freighters, valued at 18 million 
schillings, from Austrian shipyards at Linz. Parts wil! be 
Shipped by rail and road to Mannheim, Western Germany, 
where the ships will be assembled and taken over by theif 
Swiss owners for service on the Rhine. 
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AUSTRIA'S NATURAL GAS SUPPLY. Professor A.F. Orlicek 
of the Institute of Technology, declared recently in a lecture 
yn Austrian natural gas production that for ten years the 
natural gas flowing from the ground inthe Austrian oil fields 
had been considered a by-product in which the Soviet Occu- 
pation Power showed only slight interest. 

Mentioning that hitherto huge amounts of the gas had been 
permitted to escape unused and that 23 million cubic meters 
had been lost during June 1955 alone, the speaker reported 
that as a result of suitable measures, the daily losses in 
in gas have now been reduced to approximately 500,000 
eybic meters. He indicated that the principal problem was 
that of eliminating the so-called ‘‘gas lifting method’’ from 
il production as rapidly as possible. He was referring to 
the Russian practice of pumping huge amounts of natural gas 
into borings in order toincrease thereby the underground pres- 
sure and bring the petroleum to the surface. 

At the present time, the principal consumer of natural gas 
is the Vienna Gas Works. The speaker pointed out in this 
connection that it is an unfortunate fact that huge amounts 
are required during the winter (e.g. 50 million cubic meters 
in February 1956), whereas only half this amount is needed 
during the summer months. He reported that the Vienna Elec- 
tricity Works also uses natural gas during the cold season 
for the purpose of firing the boilers of their steam power 
plant. 

Professor Orlicek called attention to the need for making 
every effort in the future to utilize this valuable source of 
energy. Accorling to estimates of geologists, 16 billion 
cubic meters of the gas are available in the Zwemdorf dry 
gas field alone. 

The Professor reported that approximately half a million 
cubic meters of natural gas are being produced daily at 
Zwerndorf, but that this amount could be increased to one- 
and-one-half million, which would mean that the Austrian 
economy, also taking other types of gas production into ac 
count, could count on a daily total of 3-1/2 to 4 million cubic 
meters of gas. While admitting that there would at first be 
no need for such an amount, the speaker maintained that 
this situation would change as soon as a chemical industrial 
unit was erected to manufacture not only artificial fertiliz- 
ers and nitric acid but also plastic raw materials, chemical 
solvents, synthetic rubber, drugs and many other chemical 
products. The requirements of such an industrial operation 
would be met by an amount of approximately 500,000 cubic 
meters daily. 

According to the speaker, the Austrian Petroleum Admi- 
nistration is extremely interested in supplying natural gas to 
the Styrian iron and steel industry which currently uses ge 
nerator gas for its blast furnace operations. Part of the latter 
gas has to be produced from expensive imported coal. The 
steel industry can be considered as a‘potential customer for 
500,000 cubic meters of natural gas per day. A prerequisite 
to such a development would be the construction of a natural- 
gas pipeline between Kapfenberg and Leoben, which would 
cost approximately 65,000 dollars per mile. However, trans- 
portation of the gas, including amortization of the pipeline, 
would then only amount to 0,25 cent per cubic meter. 


VIENNA NOW INTERNATIONAL AIR CENTER. | traqui 
Airways and MALEV (Hungarian Airlines) have both recently 
joined the many international airlines which have scheduled 
flights to Vienna. The first weekly flight of the new ‘‘Sinbad 
Route’’ of the Iraqui Airways (Bagdad-Instanbul-Vienna- 
London) landed in Vienna in mid-April. The Hungarian line 
will fly in three times a week, connecting Vienna with Sofia, 
Bucharest, Moscow and the Far Fast. 

The new summer schedule now in force provides direct 
flights to Venice and to Rome; night tourist flights to Co- 
penhagen-Stockholm via Frankfurt which enable passengers 
to spend the weekend in one ofthe Scandinavian capitals; and 
a direct flight to Salzburg and London. 

Airlines regularly using the Vienna airport include Pan 
American, Air France, BEA (British), Aeroflot (Russia), El- 
AL (Israeli), JAT (Yugoslav), KLM (Dutch), LAI (Italian), 
LOT (Polish), SAS (Scandinavian), SABENA (Belgian) and 
Swiss Air. Although they do not yet include Austria in their 
regular schedules, TWA and Panair do Brazil have opened 
offices in Vienna. 

MASS FLIGHT TO CONVERGE ON VIENNA. In honor of 
the general meeting of the International Aeronautical Fede- 
ration (FAI) being held in Vienna from May 14-20, the Aus- 
trian Aeroclub is organizing an international mass flight to 
converge upon Aspern Airport, Vienna. May 17 will be the 
date for the beginning of the Whitsun flight around Vienna. 
At the end of September, on the occasion of the Innsbruck 
Fair, there is to be another international flight, this time 
converging on Innsbruck. 

LAND IMPROVEMENTS WILL INCREASE PROFITS BY 10 
MILLION DOLLARS ANNUALLY. A total of 175,000 acres 
of agricultural land was improved in Austria between 1945 
and 1956. Of this amount, 62,300 acres were protected from 
floods, with the result that their output was assured and si- 
multaneously increased. 17,300 acres were irrigated and their 
yield increased atleast 50%, while another 95,400 acres were 
drained. Of this area, approximately 75,000 acres were made 
available for intensive farming for the very first time and in 
the others the water conditions were adjusted, thereby en- 
suring a crop increase of at least 40 percent. 

These improvements were followed by construction of 
620 miles of drainage-regulation installations, 75 miles of 
concrete piping, 3 miles of tunnels and thousands of units 
of varying size. The total expenditure for this work has been 
16 million dollars. As a result of these improvements, an- 
nual output has been increased some 415 million pounds, re 
presenting a gross annual increase in profits of approximately 
16 million dollars. 

Austria still has more than 840,000 acres of land requir- 

ing drainage and 395,000 requiring irrigation. Were she able 
to utilize these areas to the full, she could make herself 
entirely self-sufficient. 
FILM ON KAPRUN DAM. Luis Trenker, veteran mountain- 
eer, author, actor and movie producer, has just finished a 
full-length documentary on the Kaprun Dam. The entire pic- 
ture was filmed on location, some 8,000 feet up in the Alps, 
where the giant hydroelectric project was built—an engineer 
ing feat which has been hailed all over the world. 
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100,000 APARTMENTS REBUILT TO DATE. The second 
section of the Housing Reconstruction Loan was recently of- 
fered for subscription in Vienna. However, in order not to 
place an excessive burden on the building industry on whose 
services heavy demands are already being made, only 8 
million dollars of the bond issue was put up for subscription 
for the time being, the same amount having been announced 
for next year. The bonds will pay 6.5% interest annually, 
the issue quotation being 98%. The smallest bonds have a 
value of $20. The fund for the reconstruction of housing, set 
up after the last war, has to date made approximately 200 
million dollars available. With these sums 48,000 destroyed 
apartments have been rebuilt and 52,000 repaired. 


CULTURE AND SCIENCE 








1956 VIENNA FESTIVAL TO HAVE INTERNATIONAL 
CHARACTER. The outstanding feature of the 1956 Vienna 
Festival, which will run from June 2-24, will be the Inter- 
national Mozart Festival at the Musikverein, in which the 
Berlin, Prague, Leningrad and Vienna Philharmonic Orches- 
tras’ as well as the Amsterdam Concertgebouw Orchestra 
will take part and in which a total of 83 different works by 
Mozart will be performed. The program includes 27 symphony 
concerts and 21 chamber concerts, as well as 12 special 
performances of Mozart masses. The Vienna State Operais 
offering a special Mozart cycle as well as the world premiere 
of Frank Martin’s opera ‘*The Tempest’’ and also a five-day 
guest appearance by the La Scala opera company. The Burg- 
theater will feature special appearances of the National 
Theater of Oslo and the Yugoslav State Theater of Belgrade. 
The same theater is also offering a new production of Nes- 
troy’s ‘‘Einen Jux will er sich machen.’’ All of the Vienna 
theaters are presenting special productions for the occasion, 
ranging from Faulkner’s ‘‘Requiem for a Nun’’ at the Volks- 
theater to Suppe’s ‘‘Poet and Peasant’’ at the Raimund Theater. 

During the Festival, two important international con 
gresses are scheduled to take place in Vienna: The Inter- 
national Musicological Congress and the Fifth International 
World Power Conference. To date, more than 3,500 persons 
have announced their intention of attending these meetings. 


FRANK MARTIN ATTENDS “TEMPEST’' REHERSALS 
IN VIENNA. Frank Martin, whose opera “The Tempest’’ 
will be given its world premiere during the 1956 Vienna 
Festival, has arrived in Vienna together with Ernest Anser- 
met, who will conduct the performance. Martin has gone to 
Austria to be present at the first rehearsals of his work. 


SMITHSONIAN EXHIBITS KOKOSCHKA'S STAGE SETS. 
An exhibition of Oskar Kokoschka’s original designs for 
the ‘‘Magic Flute’’ sets used at the 1955 Salzburg Festival 
was opened recently at the DuPont Theatre Gallery in Wash- 
ington. After the Capital showing, the exhibition will tour 
United States museums and galleries for a year under the 
auspices of the Smithsonian Institution Traveling Exhibition 
Service. 





OUTSTANDING PROGRAMS SCHEDULED FOR THE ViIEn. 
NA CONCERT HOUSE. A preliminary program for the 195¢, 
57 season has been announced by the Vienna Concerthouse 
Society, the most active music society in Vienna, in cop 
junction with the Society of Friends of Music. Group / wi]! 
consist exclusively of music of the baroque era, and wil! 
include Bach’s ‘‘Matthew Passion,’’ and Monteverdi's “Ves. 
per.”’ Artists and conductors will be Paul Sacher, the ‘‘vir. 
tuosi di Roma,’’ the Freiburg Bach Choir and Ralph Kirk- 
patrick. Group I] will be presentations of classical music 
played by the Gulda Orchestra under Wolfgang Gabriel with 
Friedrich Gulda as soloist. Group II] will be a series of 
concerts presenting music of the romantic period, including 
all of Tchaikovsky’s symphonies. 
Mainardi, Otto Klemperer, Lorin Maezel, Ferenc Friscay, 
Hans Rosbaud, Ataulfo Argenta, Heinrich Hollreiser, Dimitri 
Mitropolous, Antonio Janigro and Joerg Demus. Group ||} 
will be dedicated to modern music, including Honneger’s 
‘‘Crie du Monde,’’ new psalms by Hindemith and Stravinsky's 
‘‘Oedipus.’’ Group V will consist of a series of eight cor 
certs covering Austrian music from the baroque to modern 
music. The group will close with two evening performances 
of modern music. Michael Gielen will conduct works by 
Schoenberg, von Webern, Berg and Krenek. 


U.S. WREATH PLACED ON MOZART MONUMENT. Acting 
in behalf of the Zion Baptist Church in Xenia, Ohio, the In 
ternational Mozarteum Foundation of Salzburg recently placed 
a wreath on the Mozart monument in Salzburg. Representa- 
tives ofthe American Consulate were present at the ceremony. 


CHURCH ART BIENNIAL IN SALZBURG. From July & 
September, the rooms of the Oratory of Salzburg’s Main 
Cathedral will be the scene of the ‘‘First Salzburg Biennial 
of Christian Art, 1956,’’ an international exhibition of cor 
temporary church art, ranging from liturgical articles to 
frescoes and sculpture for the church itself. The display is 
intended to present a cross-section of contemporary Christian 
art in Europe. Outstanding European artists, including Fwal¢ 
Matare (Cologne), Georges Rouault (Paris), Herbert Boeck: 


(Vienna), Giacomo Manzu (Italy) have promised to partic 


pate in the event. 


““KOERNER PRIZE'’' AWARDED TO 72 SCHOLARS AND 
ARTISTS. 
dent Theodor Koerner, 72 scholars and artists were awarded 
prizes by the ‘*Theodor Koerner Foundation,’’ which was 
established on the occasion of the 80th birthday of the Head 
of State. Twenty-five of the recipients work in the field of 
natural sciences and 22 in the social and philosophic® 
sciences. 25 other prizes were awarded to artists. 


Clemens 


HOLZMEISTER, MEISTER, STERN HONORED. 


Holzmeister, the architect, has been awarded the Ring of 
the City of Vienna. Others so honored were Professor Richard 
Meister, President of the Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
and Josef Luitpold Stern for his work in the field of adult 
education. 
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NEW MUNICIPAL HALL TO BE AUSTRIA'S MOST MODERN 
SPORTS CENTER. The new Municipal Hall presently being 
erected in Vienna is probably unique in Europe. The Hall, 
yn which work was recently completed as far as the roof, is 
a group of structures which will be connected by a series of 
lawns. The center of the complex is the Main Hall, which 
has been completed to roof level. This is a concrete steel 
structure in the form of an octagon, 360 ft. long and 320 ft. 
wide, designed to accomodate 15,000 spectators. Built with- 
»ut columns, the hall will have a suspended roof—decided on 
mainly for acoustic reasons—which, so to speak, will compel 
the spectators to watch the proceedings in the arena, because 
only the lowest rows will be able to see across to the op- 
posite rows. It will be available for track events, ice hockey 
games and bicycle races, as well as for large-scale cultural 
events and meetings. In addition to this Main Hall, work is 
also being carried out on the following units: a Sports Hall, 
100 ft. x 200 ft., for indoor ball games; a Gymnastic Hall, 
120 ft. x 60 ft.; a Training Hall for rowers and paddlers, 
with an artificially generated stream of water; a large hall 
for roller skating; a hall for ice-skating, and a bowling hall. 
There will also be a large number of training rooms for 
athletes as well as baths, wardrobes, medical rooms, storage 
rooms etc. All of the units of the project will be air condi- 
tioned. Many of the exterior walls of the various buildings 
will be made of glass or glass tiles. The Municipal Hall as 
1 whole is scheduled for completion in 1958. Work has been 
going on at the project for nearly two years. 


U.S. PICTURES DONATED TO AUSTRIAN SCHOOLS. Jack 
N. Fleischer, Public Affairs Officer of the United States 
Embassy in Vienna, recently turned over a collection of 
American pictures for use in Austrian schools. The collec- 
tion is made up of 9 sets, including 20 reproductions each, 
ff works by famous American painters of the last 75 years, 
mainly representations of daily life in the United States. 
The pictures will be distributed among the business, tech- 
nical and women’s trade schools which took part in the 1956 
Anglo-American Week activities. 


MET STUDIES VIENNA OPERA HOUSE. A study group 
headed by John D. Rockeffeler, Jr. and including the archi- 
tect, Wallace K. Harrison, E. Bliss, President of the Metro- 
politan Opera Association and Dr. Herbert Graf, stage direct- 
or, iS now visiting Austria and Western Germany. The pur- 
pose of the tour is to gather impressions in Vienna, Salz- 
burg and in German cities, including Hamburg, before final 
plans are drawn up for the new Metropolitan. The first stop 
was Vienna, where both the Opera and the Burgtheater were 
Subject to close scrutiny. 


AUSTRIAN ELECTED PRESIDENT OF “‘JEUNESSES MU- 
SICALES."’ The eleventh world congress of the “Federation 
Internationale des Jeunesses Musicales’’ in Madrid has 
elected the 25-year-old Austrian chief delegate, Joachim 
Lieben of Vienna, its president. The 800 delegates, repre- 
senting 14 countries from all parts of the globe, also re- 
Solved to hold their next annual convention in Vienna. 
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ALL ‘‘WIEN-FILM’’ STUDIOS AGAIN UNDER UNIFIED 
DIRECTION. In 1945, in connection with the occupation of 


Austria, part of the installations of the ‘‘Wien-Film’’ organ- 
ization (Rosenhuegel Studio) was taken over by the Soviets, 
whereas the studios situated in the Western sectors of Vien- 
na (Schoenbrunn and Sievering) were turned back to the 
Austrian Government as early as 1945 and therefore made 
available to the Austrian film industry. After the withdrawal 
of the Soviets, months of work were required before the 
Rosenhuegel unit, which the Russians had placed in heavy 
debt, could be combined with the other studios. Since April 
1, 1956, all of the ‘‘Wien-Film’’ studios are under unified 
direction and are available for domestic and foreign film 
productions. 


FILM NEWS. Milo Dor and Reinhard Federman, two young 
Viennese writers, have come up with the idea of reenacting 
Shakespeare’s ‘‘Romeo and Juliet’’ in a filmed version set 
in a more modern background. With the action taking place 
in post-war, occupied Vienna, Romeo—an American reporter— 
meets Juliet—an employee of the Soviet News Agency. 
History having written its own postscript to the sequel of 
events, the film will have a happy rather than a tragic end 
ing. Karlheinz Boehm as Romeo will be united with his 
Juliet as played by the rising French starlet, Anouk Aimee, 
amidst a happy crowd celebrating the withdrawal of the oc- 
cupation armies. 


FILM ON SALZBURG “BEST DOCUMENTARY." The 1955 
prize of the Ministry of Education for the year’s best docu- 
mentary film was awarded to Wagula Art Films of Graz for 
its picture ‘‘Salzburg Impressions.’’ The prize is one which 
was established by the Ministry in 1952. The winning film 
is currently being shown with great success all over Austria. 


INCREASED INTEREST IN ADULT EDUCATION. The fol- 
lowing figures demonstrate an upswing in attendance at 
adult education courses, exhibitions, etc.: During the 1954/5 
winter term, 32,525 students attended 1,515 courses and 504,- 
895 visitors were present at film showings, cultural programs 
and exhibitions. During the summer semester 1955, 29,991 
students attended 1,471 courses and 413,212 persons were 
present at 3,301 single events. Attendance at film presenta- 
tions was 351,428 during the 1954/5 winter term and 257,- 
881 last summer. 


“MOZART SAENGERKNABEN"’ — A NEW BOYS’ CHOIR. 
A new boys’ choir called the “‘Mozart Saengerknaben”’ re- 
cently made its debut at a concert in Vienna’s Konzerthaus. 
Dedicated primarily to the performance of compositions by 
Mozart, the new ensemble has a concert chorus and a reserve 
chorus with 22 boys in each. The boys will be dressed in 
rococo costumes when they perform. 


SPECIAL AIRMAIL DELIVERY TO HONOR FIPEX OPEN- 
ING. In honor of the opening of the Fifth International Phila- 
telic Exhibition (FIPEX) in the United States, the Austrian 
representatives at this event have been authorized to in 
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stitute a special airmail dispatch providing for the forward- 
ing of airmail letters from Austria to the United States. 
These letters will bear the notation ‘‘Special Airmail Dis- 
patch, Vienna-New York, April 27, 1956, FIPEX’’ and will 
carry a special cancellation. 
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STAMP TO COMMEMORATE WORLD POWER CONFER- 
ENCE. The World Power Conference scheduled for Vienna 
this June is to be honored by a special postage stamp. The 
issue will feature a picture of the globe with arrows eman- 
ating from itto represent the earth’s latent sources of energy. 
The legend will read ‘‘5th World Power Conference, Vienna 
1956.’’ The stamp has been designed by Elizabeth Fritz 
and engraved by George Wimmer. Measuring 38.5 x 19.8 mm., 
this blue stamp will be issued for the first time on May 4. 
It is to be printed in 2 million copies. 


INDIVIDUAL TOURIST SERVICE OFFERED. A new traye! 
bureau has been established in Vienna with service to the 
individual tourist its aim. Arrangements have been outlined 
in cooperation with leading travel agents abroad for hunting 
and fishing trips and such special programs as “Guests jp 
Austrian Castles,’’ and ‘‘Fourteen Days in Carinthia op 
Horseback”’ have been organized. Tourists will also be able 


to take flying lessons at the Austrtan glider school. Specia| 


services for visiting businessmen have been inaugurated, 
including reservation of conference rooms and availability 
of multilingual personnel. 


“PILOT SERVICE’’ FOR FOREIGN DRIVERS IN VIENNA. 
A few days ago, a special pilot service was instituted along 
the most important highways leading into Vienna. The new 
service is designed to aid foreign drivers—especially those 
coming to the capital via highway from the West—in reaching 
a specific address in Vienna. It will use ‘“‘pilots’’ speaking 
foreign languages and with a good knowledge of the city to 
guide the driver to his destination by the shortest and speed- 
iest route. These guides will either ride in the tourist's 
automobile or point the way from motorcycles. While a small 
fee will be charged for the described service, information 
given by the new unit will be free of charge. 
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